
 

 

              INDEX 

 

President’s Report                        1 

Survey questions  3 

Spring Meeting Summary 4 

Training in Charlotte  5 

Finding Ida Pt 2  6 

Puzzle answers                              6 

Tivia                                           6 

Footstones                                   7 

County Representatives                7 

Headstones                                  8 

 

Volume 57, Issue 3                    Summer 2017 

Vermont Old Cemetery Association Founded by Prof Leon Dean  (1899-1982) Oct 18th 1958 

    President’s Report  Summer 2017 

As I am wri
ng my president’s report, summer has finally arrived in the Green 

Mountains this week, and with it has come hot/humid weather with flash flood 

warnings. I finally put most of my garden in between the cold and wet spring 

days that have been the norm for the last few years. Now, I just have to fight off 

the deer, woodchucks, rabbits and occasional moose to save my string bean 

crop. 

The weather certainly has not interfered with my work with cemetery projects 

this year. The first event was a restora
on effort at the Read Cemetery in Dan-

by. This was followed by a work day at the Sudbury Hill Cemetery in Sudbury. 

Both these Saturday events were well-a.ended by the local cemetery officials 

and volunteers. I also handed out quite a few VOCA membership forms to the 

volunteers. Once again, (for the 11th year) the Floodbrook School students, 

teachers, and the VOCA President spent the day in the Dellwood Cemetery in 

Manchester. I have spoken about this event numerous 
mes in this forum and 

another wonderful experience working with these young students. The Rutland Middle School students(for the 

8th year) spent two days working in the historic Rutland Cemeteries. The students are split into several crews; 

woodchuck hole filling, epoxy, brush clearing, stone straightening, and the all important bu.erfly-watching 

crews. Again, they were a great group of students, and it was great to see city and state officials stopping by the 

city’s cemeteries to cheer these young people on. There are several other restora
on projects currently in the 

planning stages and, hopefully, I will be able to report on them in future newsle.ers. 

I had the opportunity to speak on VT radio sta
on, WSYB, on VOCA and the work we have accomplished in the 

state. I was also interviewed by the Stra.on Magazine for any ar
cle which will appear this fall. In addi
on, with 

the oversight of VOCA’s Vice President, Dianne Leary, there were two cemetery restora
on workshops this spring 

(the Barber Cemetery in Charlo.e and the other in the Greenmount Cemetery in Burlington). Both of these work-

shops were free and open to the public. Kudos to Dianne for organizing these wonderful events and I hope we 

can repeat them around the state in the future. 

Pictures and prose regarding these events can be viewed on VOCA’s web and Facebook sites. If you have not 

been to the VOCA website, you are missing an opportunity to experience an outstanding, professional and in-

forma
ve site. Webmaster Barry Trudor con
nues to oversee the web and his work for VOCA on the site is amaz-
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Vermont has recently experienced several severe wind events and I have personally seen the cemetery damage 

in several historic burial grounds caused by large trees blown down and falling on the old monument, fences and 

even cast iron planters, resul
ng in substan
al destruc
on. In my opinion, these large trees (o@en they are white 

pine) do not belong in cemeteries. The trees o@en look stately and add to the serene atmosphere that we look 

for when visi
ng an old burial ground, but the damage I have witnessed in the last three years has been devas-

ta
ng to many burial sites. If you are responsible for maintaining any of Vermont’s cemeteries you may wish to 

revisit your policies on the plan
ng and removal of trees in your burial grounds.  

Vice President and Grant Administrator, Dianne Leary, con
nues to receive grant applica
ons for communi
es 

that are dedicated to restore their burial grounds. If you know of a town that is looking for a grant, please direct 

them to Dianne.  

I have men
oned this in previous newsle.ers, but it bears repea
ng. VOCA officers and footstones are all volun-

teers and no one receives financial compensa
ons for their efforts from VOCA. The work that is done by VOCA 

officers and members is all VOLUNTARY and is accomplished because these volunteers have a sincere desire to 

preserve Vermont’s historic burial grounds. Please check your expira
on date on your newsle.er and if expired, 

please renew your membership. 

If you have news items or events you would like to put in the newsle.er, please contact VOCA Editor, Jane Fletch-

er. VOCA is always looking for new members to join our organiza
on. If you could recruit one (or more) members 

for our organiza
on that would be wonderful! I am also available for presenta
ons on VOCA. If an organiza
on is 

in need of a speaker, please call or email me. 

Our fall mee
ng will be on Saturday, October 7th. The proposed loca
on is in Lebanon, NH. The details will be in 

the fall newsle.er and will be posted on the VOCA web and Face book sites. I hope to see many of you there! If 

you have agenda items, please give me call at (802) 773-3253 or email gifvt@msn.com. 

Tom Giffin 

VOCA President 

     Volunteers at work in the Read Cemetery in Danby 

 



 

 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU 

As the comparatively new editor of this newsletter I would like an opportunity to get to know our members bet-

ter. Please take a few minutes to answer the questions below.  The survey may be taken online by clicking the 

link from the www.voca58.org website; by answering the questions on this hardcopy and mailing them to me, 

Jane Fletcher, 535 Sunset Lake Rd, Brattleboro VT  05301; or by sending me an email at  

janesinterests123@gmail.com.  A summary of the responses will be printed in the next newsletter.  There was 

skepticism  expressed at the Spring meeting regarding whether or not we would get any replies.  Please prove 

the skeptics wrong by taking  5 or 10 minutes to participate in this short survey.   

1. What is your interest in cemeteries?  (Choose as many as apply) 

   A. Geneology  B. History  C. stone carvings  D. Military  E. Epitaphs  F. Other: ___________________ 

2. When did your interest in cemeteries start? A. childhood  B. teenager  C. 20s to 40s D. over 50 

3. Do you stop to explore unfamiliar cemeteries when out for a ride?  A. Yes   B. No 

4. Do you serve on a local cemetery board?  A. Yes  B. No 

5. Are you a member of you local historical society?  A. Yes  B. No 

6. How did you hear about VOCA? 

 A. Word of mouth  B. Attended a meeting where VOCA was mentioned  C. Saw a brochure   

 D. Other: __________________________________ 

7. Do you have knowledge that you could share with other members? (Circle as many as apply) 

 A. Stone repair  B. Stone cleaning  C. Inscriptions  D. History of one or more cemeteries  E. Genealogy   

 F. Grave locations  G. Stone carvers  H. Other: _______________________________ 

8. Would you be interested in serving as a VOCA officer?  A.  Yes    B.  No 

9. How would you prefer to receive the newsletter?  A. US mail    B. at the email address below: 

email: _______________________________________ (if responding by mail please print clearly) 

10. Would you be interested in purchasing a  pin with your first name 

on it, like this one for $5.00  or  $6.00 as a fund raiser for VOCA?  

A. Yes - 5     B. Yes - 6     C.   No    (Pin is shown actual size)  

11. Where would you like VOCA to hold a Spring or Fall meeting? 

A. North eastern Vermont 

B. North western Vermont 

C. Central eastern Vermont 

D. Central western Vermont 

E. South eastern Vermont 

F. South western Vermont 

12. What you would find interesting for a meeting program? 

 ___________________________________________________ 
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Spring Meeting Summary 

The spring meeting was held on May 6 at the Newbrook Fire Department in Newfane, Vermont. The 

meeting was sparsely attended, even our President was unable to attend, but the duty of leading the 

meeting was handled admirably by Vice President, Dianne Leary.  The topics discussed were ways to 

increase membership, ways to get the word out that grants are available, whether we should try again 

to send the newsletter out by email and other topics of interest.  The first step was also taken to 

amend the bylaws to include the webmaster position as a voting member of the executive board. For 

a full report of the meeting please see the Secretaries minutes that are posted on the website.   

Following the business meeting members enjoyed a hearty lunch and then drove to the site of the 

program: a visit to the newly restored Scott covered bridge and several small stone arch bridges near-

by.  As you can see from the pictures below the group enjoyed these amazing feats of engineering. 



 

 

    Nothing is at it Appears 

Pete Demick, of Vermont Walkways and Stone Preserva
on was the person teaching us lay folks the proper technique in 

straightening leaning gravestones. 

Once we were trained, Pete sent us off in small groups to give it a go. It became very apparent to me that straightening old 

gravestones is a lot like doing remodeling work on an old house. Once you remove the paint you find all kinds of problems 

that are hidden beneath the surface. In my ignorance I approached the first stone my group worked on with eagerness and “I 

can do this no problem aLtude.” Pete and James had made it all sound and look so easy. Yeah, not so much. 

From our vantage point high on the hillside I spied a small stone way in the back row of the cemetery that would surely fit the 

bill. Naturally, nothing was straight forward about this one either. Someone had planted irises or lilies close to its edge and its 

roots had surrounded the stone. They proved to be a formidable foe to our a.empts to work through them. Finally, I thought 

maybe the brick layer hammer with the chisel end would get through all those tougher than nails roots. I couldn’t find the 

hammer, but  I did find a crow bar. It worked!!! We got through the roots and disentangled the stone from them. We learned 

something else too. It is much easier to dig out the dirt if you first break it up with the crow bar. Note to self, go purchase 

yourself a brick hammer for future cemetery work. 

May 20th training session in straightening headstones at Barber Cemetery, Charlotte, VT 

Below are some excerpts from Dianne Leary’s account of her experi-

ence in straightening stones.  For the full story please visit 

www.VOCA58.org.   
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Ida Markoff was a Russian immigrant born in 1873 who died at the Hud-

son County Hopital for Mental Disease in Secaucus, New Jersey in 

1948.  Below is  Part 2 of the story of how her family, who never knew 

of her existence, learned about her and found her final resting place. 

Genealogy Journals 

                                               Finding Ida Part 2 
                                                                By Ellen Donkin 
 
It was that single almost illegible word, “niece,” that set everything afterwards into motion.  No one in my grandfa-
ther’s family was unaccounted for, and no one was named Markoff. There was almost no chance that this thirteen-
year old was descended from his side of the family; it had to be Leah’s. In the absence of any concrete information, 
we had always assumed that Leah was herself an only child. My husband started working backwards and uncovered 
a New York State birth certificate for “Lucy Markoff “at the New York Infant Asylum on 61st and Amsterdam in 
New York City, dated August 23rd, 1896.  The father is named Carl Markoff, a news dealer, aged 35, residence 342 
Cherry Street, birthplace Russia.  The mother is listed as Ida Markoff, also born in Russia, aged 23, and residing at 
342 Cherry Street.  Maiden name Ida “Geden.” There were too many coincidences.  “Geden” had to be Gaden. Leah 
herself turns up as “Geden” on her marriage certificate.  This was Leah’s older sister.  She would have been born in 
1873, if the certificate is accurate. Leah was born in 1880, and most of the documents have her being born in Rus-
sia.  I felt like a door had opened somewhere in my head.  Ida.   

In the days that followed, it became increasingly clear why Lucy was living with her aunt and uncle, rather than her 
mother and father.  The New York Infant Asylum, where Ida gave birth, was for women who were destitute and 
even indigent, and was only good for one birth per woman (you could not come back to have a second child).  By 
1900, a nurse who had worked at the Infant Asylum had taken little Lucy into care, and was raising her in Rockland 
County at the boarding house where she lived.  She may have been a foster parent or just a good Samaritan.  Lucy 
(also “Lucille” and “Lucile”) is listed there as a boarder, along with other Jewish Russian immigrants at 291 
Shadyside Avenue, Orangetown, New York.  In the same year, 1900, the census shows her mother Ida as a resident 
at Ward’s Island, which was a psychiatric facility officially known as the Manhattan State Hospital West.  So not 
only was Ida destitute and by now apparently separated from Carl Markoff; she had also been designated as mental-
ly ill.  We don’t know when or if she was able to leave the hospital and live independently. Ten years later, in 1910, 
she is nowhere to be found in the public records that we have access to.   

Ida doesn’t show up in either the 1910 or the 1920 census.  But in the 1930 federal census, she appears as a patient 
at a hospital in Secaucus, New Jersey, called the Hudson County Hospital for Mental Disease, better known to the 
locals as “Snake Hill.”  This same census records that she was born in Russia, that her parents were also born in 
Russia, that she can read and write, and that she can speak English.  Whether or not she is a naturalized citizen is 
marked “unknown.” She died at Snake Hill in 1948, and was buried on the hospital grounds in a potter’s field for 
the inmates who were unclaimed by their families.  These inmates were mostly immigrants, the indigent, and the 
mentally ill.  Ida had the great misfortune of being all three.  

Alphabet Soup puzzle answers:  sphinx, phoenix, mystery, ladder, medusa, acorn, golfer, skull, torch, queen, laziness, 

obelisk, pebbles, majesty, knight, eternity, wasp, universe, crooks, arrows, symbol, clover, fluted, dolphin, heart, loyalty 

                                             TRIVIA 

   What one word term refers to someone who is fascinated by tombstones? 

 

Spring trivia answer: Rescusi Anne and the model was the death mask of an unknown girl found in the Seine in the 1880s.  



 

 

ADDISON Diane Leary 802-881-2754 Dleary123@yahoo.com 

BENNINGTON Jean Kosche 802-447-2241  

CALEDONIA Nicole Vecchi 802-649-7117 nsvecchi@yahoo.com 

CHITTENDEN Robert Hooper 802-862-0708 hooper9999@aol.com 

ESSEX VACANT   

FRANKLIN Jeni Newman 802-999-6031 newman.jeni@gmail.com 

GRAND ISLE Clayton Trutor 802-658-3273 ctrutor@gmail.com 

LAMOILLE Deanna French 802-522-2050 deannafrench41@gmail.com 

ORANGE David Phillips 603-252-7363 davephillips61@gmail.com 

ORLEANS Wanda Webster 802-525-3550  

RUTLAND Cliff Giffin 802-773-3743 skipabc@gmail.com 

WASHINGTON Nicole Vecchi 802-649-7117 nsvecchi@yahoo.com 

WINDHAM Charles Marchant 802-365-7937 cemassoc@svcable.net 

WINDSOR Ken Barrett 802-875-2941  

Footstones: Footstones: Footstones: Footstones: As provided by the VOCA Bylaws, Article VI-ASSISTANTS TO 

BOARD, Section 1: A panel of six members shall be appointed by the executive board, shall be 

invited to board meetings as a part of their duties, and may vote with the executive board.  

2018 Wesley Mowry 
P O Box 297 

Hartland, VT, 05048 

whit05048@gmail.com 

802-436-3383 

2018 Richard Howrigan 
P O Box 16 

Fairfield VT, 05455 
802-827-6513 

2019 Ruth Barton 
P O Box 309 

Putney, VT, 05301 
802-254-1128 

2019 Charlie Marchant 
PO Box 132  

Townshend, VT 05353 

cemassoc@svcable.net 

802-365-7937 

2017 Nicole Vecchi 
318 Rt 5  

South Norwich, VT 05055 

nsvecchi@yahoo.com 

802-649-7117 

2017 Clayton Trutor 
31 Matthew Avenue 

 Burlington, VT 05408 

ctrutor@gmail.com 

802-658-3273 

VOCA County Representatives  (These are people who will come help you with your VOCA grant 

For our readers that have internet access, be sure to visit the VOCA web-

site at www.voca58.org.  It is chock full of  interesting stories, pictures and 

general cemetery information.  
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Barry Trutor 

31 Matthew Ave 

Burlington VT  05408 

 

  Headstones   
Thomas Giffin, President 61 East Washington St. 

Rutland VT, 05701 

tgifvt@msn.com 

Dianne Leary, 1st VP & Grants Administrator 4670 Greenbush Rd. 

Charlotte, VT 05445 

Dleary123@yahoo.com 

Robert Hooper, Assistant Grants Administrator, 

 Membership & Assistant Newsletter Editor 

3 Grey Meadow Drive 

Burlington, VT 05408 

hooper9999@aol.com 

Chris Book, Treasurer 44 North Main St.   

Whit Mowry, Asst. Treasurer P O Box 297 

Hartland VT 05048 

whit05048@gmail.com 

Jeni Newman , Secretary  146 St. Peter Street 

Winooski, VT 05404  
newman.jeni@gmail.com 

802-999-6031  

Jane Fletcher, Newsletter Editor 535 Sunset Lake Rd 

Brattleboro VT  05301 

janesinterests123@gmail.com 

802-579-6903 

   

  WEBSITE   

Barry Trutor Webmaster btrutor@burlingtontelecom.net 

Tom Ledoux Cemetery Database Administrator Tomledoux.civilwar@gmail.com 

VOCA Website   www.voca58.org 


