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President’s Report 
Fall 2017 

 Hard to believe that fall is fast approaching us in the Green 
Mountain State. It seems like we just started summer and 

school is starting this week for most of Vermont’s students. 

Not sure I am ready for the leaves turning color yet!  I have 
been involved in more cemetery restorations this spring/

summer than in any other period since I began with my associ-

ation with VOCA.  Several communities have already contact-
ed me for projects for next year and I always ensure that they 

are given a stack of VOCA membership applications when I 

meet with them.  It is gratifying that so many municipalities 
have taken an interest in their old burial grounds.  I am still 
committed to at least 3 more projects before the frost hits my 

garden.  The groups that have volunteered with me this year 
are too numerous to mention in this venue, but they have been 

diverse and dedicated to each cemetery project in Rutland 

County.     

 Please check your expiration date on your newsletter and if 
expired, please renew your membership.  If you have news 
items or events you would like to put in the newsletter, please 

contact VOCA Editor, Jane Fletcher.  VOCA is always look-
ing for new members to join our organization.  If you could 
recruit one (or more) members for our organization that would 

be wonderful!  I am also available for presentations on 
VOCA.  If an organization is in need of a speaker, please call/
email me.  We do have  officer openings for the organization 
if you are interested in helping out the organization. Our fall 

meeting will be on Saturday, October 7th , in Barre, Vermont.   

Tom Giffin  
VOCA President  

     Comcast crew at work in  

Pleasant St Cemetery, West Rutland 

There is more about the restoration at the Pleasant St Cemetery on 

Page 2. 
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FALL MEETING 

October 7, 2017 10AM (coffee hour starting at 9am) 

at St Monica’s Church Rectory, 79 Summer St, Barre , VT  

Lunch will be Lasagna, Salad and bread & butter from the Quarry Kitchen  

RESERVATION SLIP 

Names for reservation:_____________________________________________________ 

________ Lasagna $13.00 per meal 

 

_________ Total enclosed 

Enter the number of meals being reserved on the lines above and mail with a check payable to 

 Jeni Newman to : 

 

Jeni Newman 

146 St Peter Street  

Winooski, VT  05404  

The Pleasant Street Cemetery has been restored and the first stage of cleaning the 
monuments has been completed. It is such a beautiful cemetery, with so much history. 
Now that most of the stones can be read, they reveal so much about the families who 
settled West Rutland - Revolutionary and Civil War Veterans, ministers, and such famil-
iar local names as Mead, Thrall, Boardman, Campbell, etc. Reading the monuments 
takes you back into their lives - childhood deaths, widowhood, military service, KIA, 
accidents. The poems inscribed on the stones give you a sense of the values of these 
men and women. Please feel free to visit the cemetery, walk between hundred of stones 
and learn about West Rutland history. 
  

Thank You to Tom Giffin of the Vermont Old Cemetery Association, to volunteers from 
Comcast, State of Vermont Corrections employees, the West Rutland Historical Society 
and students from Christ the King, who all pitched in to clean, replace fallen stones, 
and learn techniques for restoration. The materials for the last stage of the cleaning will 
be donated by the West Rutland Legion Auxiliary. Town officials and employees have 
also worked to remove undergrowth and clear the area where stones were found along 
the edges of the cemetery. 
 

The final steps of the restoration will include spraying the monuments that are still cov-
ered by stubborn lichens and acid stains with a cleaner that works with nature - the 
sun, wind and rain. We expect that by spring, the monuments will be significantly light-
er. Also, the town hopes to remove some of the surrounding brush and tree limbs that 

remain on the north and west sides of the cemetery. 
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    Genealogy Journals 

    FINDING IDA, PART III   
            By Ellen Donkin 

 

In 2003, when the New Jersey Transportation Authority was planning to build the New Jersey Turnpike 

over the asylum cemetery, a descendant of one of the buried inmates launched a legal action that brought 

the construction planning to a halt.  A team of archaeologists was brought in and a process of disinterment 

and reinterment was undertaken.  The bodies, each of which had been marked by the hospital with a ceram-

ic tag bearing a number, had been buried two deep, and only about half of the estimated total (about 10,000 

graves in all) were salvaged and reinterred in Hackensack at a columbarium in Maple Grove Cemetery.  It 

was the largest exhumation in U.S. history.  In the end, 4,571 individuals were removed from the New Jersey 

Meadowlands and taken to Hackensack, and the rest were left behind, by the side of the Turnpike.  At the 

time we were doing this research, we didn’t know which group Ida was in: if she’d been one of the ones ex-

humed, or one of those left behind.  We located a documentary film by Sandra Longo which pieced together 

a story about the spearheading efforts of Patrick Andriani, whose immigrant grandfather had been lost after 

he died at the hospital.  By some fluke, Mr. Andriani senior had also died in 1948, within months of Ida, and 

given the pattern of burials, would likely have been buried within a few feet of each other.  We watched, 

transfixed, as the camera panned across the columbarium where the name of each person had been in-

scribed.  Larry suddenly pointed and said “Look,” and froze the frame.  There it was, and there she was.  Ida 

Markoff.  A lifetime of dislocation, loss and disappointment, but in the end, a decent and dignified burial. 

A postscript and some thoughts about how we expand our families when we start probing family history.  My husband 
recently joined something on line called “Newspapers.com” and we use it occasionally to search family names.  One 
day about a year ago we tried Ida’s married name.  There were two articles, one in the Brooklyn Eagle and the other in 
the Evening World, both dated August l, 1894, documenting a suicide attempt by a “young Russian woman” who had 
taken Paris green (a form of arsenic, which was readily available and used to kill rats).  One of the newspapers reports 
that she had lived at 119 Sheriff Street in New York for six weeks, and had been a bride for only three months.  “She is 
a poet and is of a very melancholy disposition, laboring under the hallucination that she was about to die of consump-
tion.”  Ida in fact had been diagnosed with a touch of tuberculosis, reported the paper, but the doctors had told her she 
would be cured. She later said it was all a mistake, that she had been looking for a headache powder in the dark and 
picked up the poison by accident.  But her husband, the police, and the ambulance surgeon all believed that the poison 
had been taken with suicidal intent, and she was taken to Bellevue hospital “a prisoner.” A Mrs. Kosnovitch, with 
whom the Markoffs were living, said that Mrs. Markoff had been educated in some of the best seminaries in Russia.  
“She was reading all the time,” said the landlady, “and complained that she was not satisfied with her station in life.” 

It is no small irony that Ida’s story, in all its sensational and tragic particulars, should have survived in more detail than 
Leah’s, simply because of the paper trail left behind.  By contrast, Leah stayed largely under the radar.  But it is also 
worth noting how Ida’s story disappeared so completely from family legend. Without that 1910 census, I’m persuaded 
that she would have vanished without a trace.  My father had no recollection of her story, or of her daughter Lucy.  If it 
weren’t for the public records and public assistance, there would be nothing to go on. 

There are still huge gaps in the story: we don’t know how or when she and Leah arrived in this country (probably the 
1880’s or the early 1890’s, although the 1890 census was destroyed by fire), but it strikes me that Leah, who was seven 
years younger than Ida, might have had a marginally easier time adjusting to the new language and the new city.  I’ve 
written to the New York Historical Society hoping to discover some clues about those early years.  I wondered also if 
Ida had ever published any of her poems, (perhaps in Yiddish?) and if they were archived somewhere, but the language 
is a barrier. 

I got a DNA test done recently, and I was reassured to discover that 27% of my genetic makeup is  
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Ashkenazy Jew.  There is something unsettling about genealogical reconstruction because you are by def-
inition grappling with ghosts, people long gone. It’s reasonable to ask why anyone should bother to work 
this hard to reconstruct the history of a lost family member. But I think these kinds of histories cast long 
shadows, and give us a better grasp of the present tense. The records, where they exist, are invaluable for 
their dispassionate detail.  The internet --especially Ancestry.com and familysearch.org-- are growing re-
sources: new information is getting transcribed and made available all the time.  Some sources, like the 
1910 census, are being revised and clarified as errors in transcription are discovered. And given the ex-
traordinary capacity of search engines, the smallest random memory or reference is worth a quick search, 
and can result in a wealth of information, even if it’s only contextual.  My husband, the lead genealogist 
in our household, is a great believer in scrounging, and says he has learned that sometimes you have to 
work laterally in order to go forward.  The work on Ida’s story has been an important part of under-
standing the family and the world my father grew up in, even though he had no conscious memory of 
Ida or her daughter.  The hope, going forward, is that European records will become more available for 
those of us who are the descendants of Eastern European immigrants. 

But Ida’s story, as it stands, is a powerful reminder of what it can mean to be an immigrant in a strange 
country, without resources or context, completely dependent upon the kindness of strangers.  Her re-
fusal to be satisfied with her “station” in life echoes in my mind.  On the one hand, it could be argued 
that she and Lucy were lucky to end up in care.  On the other hand, it’s a sharp reminder that survival is 
never enough. 

PHOTO GALLERY 

Volunteers put their May training 

to good use at a work day in 

Charlotte on Aug 27, 2017 

Some stones hold up better than others.  This gor-

geously carved headstone has stood since 1864 in 

the West Brattleboro Cemetery on Mather Rd in 

Brattleboro 
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Getting to know you survey results 

Thank you everyone who responded to the survey.  I received 39 replies, 19 by mail, 19 online and 1 by email.  Here 

is a summary of the responses received. 

1: What is your interest in cemeteries? (Choose as many as apply) 

A. Genealogy = 24  BBBB. History = 32 CCCC. Stone Carvings = 12 DDDD. Military = 7 EEEE. Epitaphs= 14 

B. 2. When did your interest in cemeteries start? A. A. A. A. Childhood = 11 BBBB. Teenager = 8  

CCCC. 20s—40s = 15 DDDD. Over 50 = 6 

3. Do you stop to explore unfamiliar cemeteries?  A. A. A. A. Yes = 26  BBBB. No = 13 

4. Do you serve on a cemetery board? AAAA. Yes = 8  BBBB. No = 30 

5. Are you a member of your local historical society? AAAA. Yes = 19  BBBB. No = 20 

6. How did you hear about VOCA? AAAA. Word of Mouth = 12 - most of the comments indicated word of mouth also 

with only 4 responses for brochure or attending a meeting. 

7. Do you have knowledge that you could share?  Very few respondees answered this question.  Cemetery History had 

the most responses with 5. 

8. Would you be interested in serving as a VOCA officer? AAAA. Yes = 4  BBBB. No = 29 

9. How would you prefer to receive the newsletter? AAAA. US Mail = 26 BBBB. Email = 11 

10. Would you be interested in purchasing a VOCA pin?  

       A. A. A. A. Yes $5.00 = 10 B. B. B. B. Yes $6.00 = 17 C. C. C. C. No = 15  A couple of members already purchased pins for 

$6.00 each.  Thank you for your support. 

11. Where would you like a VOCA meeting held? AAAA. North eastern VT = 3 B. B. B. B. Northwestern VT = 8 C. C. C. C. Central 

eastern VT = 5 DDDD. Central Western VT = 10 EEEE. Southeastern VT = 6 F. F. F. F. Southwestern VT = 6.   

There were a few suggestions for programs including cemeteries as an indicator of Vermont settlement and develop-

ment, how to identify stone types and carvers, what soft ware is available for mapping cemeteries, tours of cemeteries, 

methods of cemetery research, a review of Youtube videos regarding headstone repair and cleaning methods.   

All of this information will be helpful in putting together future programs and newsletters and knowing who we should 

reach out to for future members of VOCA.  Thank you again to everyone who responded. 

 

                                             TRIVIA 

   The question in the July issue was what one word term refers to someone who is fascinated by 

tombstones?  The internet answer is Taphophile.  Unfortunately I do not find this word in either  

Webster’s dictionary or the Oxford English Dictionary.  The word epitaph, as you would expect, 

comes from the Greek words epi meaning upon and taphos meaning tomb.  The word was first found in an english 

language document from 1387. 
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Dues are for a calendar year: 1 year $10.00, 5 years $40.00, and lifetime is $200.00 

(individual members ONLY). A new member joining in Oct, Nov, or Dec will have the dues 

paid applied to the following year.  

 

I want to make a donation to the Leon Dean Permanent Fund in the amount of 

$___________.  

 

Make check payable to VOCAVOCAVOCAVOCA and mail to: 

Barry Trutor 

31 Matthew Avenue 

Burlington, VT 05408  

Dues ReminderDues ReminderDues ReminderDues Reminder    

2018 Preview 

In response to the survey I received some letters from members who have knowledge and 

experiences to share.  

 In the coming issues look for the following stories: 

 Highlights from Laurie and Joseph Jordan’s 251 Club odyssey in which they visited cemeteries 

in every town in Vermont. 

Donald Vannostrand’s story about recording epitaphs. 

The story of Bennington’s efforts to create a walking tour including cemeteries as an im-

portant piece of the history of the settlement and development of the town. 

A review of products on the market for cleaning headstones covering their effectiveness, po-

tential environmental impact and what long term effect they may have on the stones. 

Upon the Stone 

We often see poems inscribed on tombstones.  The following is a verse from a hymn by Isaac 

Watts written in 1719.  This verse was found on a slate stone from 1823 and is in fairly good 

shape.  Sadly many inscriptions are nearly illegible and the carvings decayed away.   

“Lord what a feeble piece, 

Is this our mortal frame. 

Our life how poor a trifle ‘tis, 

That scarce deserves the name.” 
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Footstones: Footstones: Footstones: Footstones: As provided by the VOCA Bylaws, Article VI-ASSISTANTS TO 

BOARD, Section 1: A panel of six members shall be appointed by the executive board, shall be 

invited to board meetings as a part of their duties, and may vote with the executive board.  

2018 Wesley Mowry 
P O Box 297 

Hartland, VT, 05048 

whit05048@gmail.com 

802-436-3383 

2018 Richard Howrigan 
P O Box 16 

Fairfield VT, 05455 
802-827-6513 

2019 Ruth Barton 
P O Box 309 

Putney, VT, 05301 
802-254-1128 

2019 Charlie Marchant 
PO Box 132  

Townshend, VT 05353 

cemassoc@svcable.net 

802-365-7937 

2017 Nicole Vecchi 
318 Rt 5  

South Norwich, VT 05055 

nsvecchi@yahoo.com 

802-649-7117 

2017 Clayton Trutor 
31 Matthew Avenue 

 Burlington, VT 05408 

ctrutor@gmail.com 

802-658-3273 

VOCA County Representatives  (These are people who will come help you with your VOCA grant 

application.)  

For our readers that have internet access, be sure to visit the VOCA web-

site at www.voca58.org.  It is chock full of  interesting stories, pictures and 

general cemetery information.  

ADDISON Diane Leary 802-881-2754 Dleary123@yahoo.com 

BENNINGTON VACANT   

CALEDONIA Nicole Vecchi 802-649-7117 nsvecchi@yahoo.com 

CHITTENDEN VACANT   

ESSEX Clayton Trutor 802-658-3273 ctrutor@gmail.com 

FRANKLIN Jeni Newman 802-999-6031 newman.jeni@gmail.com 

GRAND ISLE Clayton Trutor 802-658-3273 ctrutor@gmail.com 

LAMOILLE Deanna French 802-522-2050 deannafrench41@gmail.com 

ORANGE David Phillips 603-252-7363 davephillips61@gmail.com 

ORLEANS Wanda Webster 802-525-3550  

RUTLAND VACANT   

WASHINGTON Nicole Vecchi 802-649-7117 nsvecchi@yahoo.com 

WINDHAM Charles Marchant 802-365-7937 cemassoc@svcable.net 

WINDSOR Ken Barrett 802-875-2941  
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Barry Trutor 

31 Matthew Ave 

Burlington VT  05408 

 

  Headstones   

Thomas Giffin, President 61 East Washington St. 
Rutland VT, 05701 

tgifvt@msn.com 

802-773-3253 
Dianne Leary, 1st VP & Grants Administrator 4670 Greenbush Rd. 

Charlotte, VT 05445 
Dleary123@yahoo.com 

802-881-2754 
Robert Hooper, Assistant Grants Administrator, 
 Membership & Assistant Newsletter Editor 

3 Grey Meadow Drive 
Burlington, VT 05408 

hooper9999@aol.com 

802-362-0708 

Chris Book, Treasurer 44 North Main St. 
Rutland, VT 05701 

 802-773-6252 

Whit Mowry, Asst. Treasurer P O Box 297 
Hartland VT 05048 

whit05048@gmail.com 
 

Jeni Newman , Secretary  146 St. Peter Street 

Winooski, VT 05404  
newman.jeni@gmail.com 

802-999-6031  

Jane Fletcher, Newsletter Editor 535 Sunset Lake Rd 

Brattleboro VT  05301 
janesinterests123@gmail.com 

802-579-6903 

   

  WEBSITE   

Barry Trutor Webmaster btrutor@burlingtontelecom.net 

Tom Ledoux Cemetery Database Administrator Tomledoux.civilwar@gmail.com 

VOCA Website   www.voca58.org 


