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Summer is here! In the following pages you will find a few stories of
interest, some trivia, and a message from President Giffin. I don’t
have any information on the fall meeting other than it will be held on
the first Saturday in October. So, get to that comfy chair, and your
favorite beverage and see what follows.
*************************
(The following is from WCAX on May 22, 2912 and written Keith McGilvery)

ROCHESTER, Vt. What Tropical Storm Irene stole from Darlene Thompson and her little
girl, Mackenzie, may prove impossible to replace. "There was my
father and my mother, my grandmother, a brother and uncle,"
Thompson said. Irene wiped out the remains of 50 people at the
Rochester Cemetery. Thompson's parents are two of just 23 people
who have been recovered. Their remains are in vaults hundreds of
yards from their washed out grave and recovered headstone. "I
enjoyed decorating their headstone, I enjoyed planting flowers, I
enjoyed putting them in there, and this just doesn't even seem real,"
Thompson said. Her brother and uncle are still missing and the
woman she originally thought was her grandmother when we first met
in November, may in fact be someone else. Thompson continues to
bring flowers to her remains as she awaits DNA results. "I'll still keep
doing it because there's somebody's grandmother right there, there's
somebody's grandmother right there, I may know her, I don't know,"
she said. No additional remains have been recovered here at the
cemetery since we first met Darlene Thompson last fall and of those
that have been, only 11 have been identified. "DNA is not a fast
process like you see on TV. They don't get the results like boom just
overnight or whatever and they don't have a big team like they do on
television that works on that exclusively because they've got other
things that are happening," said Sue Flewelling of the Rochester
Cemetery Commission. Flewelling oversees the cemetery commission
and says while no formal effort is underway to find additional remains;
if people find anything unusual in the water or land near the cemetery
they should call the state police. "A lot of people need that tangible
bit of evidence of their loved ones and you can't blame them. That's
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the way they believe and that's the way they feel they want a place to
come and put flowers on Mother's Day and Memorial Day and to be
able to talk to the ones that I passed," Flewelling said. People like
Darlene Thompson, whose storm continues long after Irene left her
hometown. "I mean I want them back where they should be back
side-by-side. I mean my parents aren't even next to each other,"
Thompson said. The cemetery commission is hoping to use federal
funds to repair the cemetery and return these vaults to their rightful
place we're told that could happen as soon as July.
****************************
Trivia: A man placed some flowers on the grave of his dearly
departed mother and started back toward his car when his attention
was diverted to another man kneeling at a grave. The man seemed to
mbe praying with profound intensity and kept repeating “ Why did you
have to die? Why did you have to die? The first man approached him
and said, “Sir, I don’t wish to interfere with your grief, but this
demonstration of pain is more than I’ve ever seen before. For whom
do you mourn so deeply? The mourner took a moment to collect
himself , then replied, “My wife’s first husband.”
****************************
Infant’s long-missing gravestone returned:

Tim Martin/The Day, published 12/07/2011

Michael J. Tranchida, outgoing City of New London city clerk and
register of vital statistics, holds the headstone of Samuel Latimer, who
died Oct. 26, 1771, at the age of 10 months. The marker was taken
from the Ye Towne's Ancientest Buriall Place in New London in 1968
by two women. One of them, Linda Hein of Wisconsin, recently
returned it to the city.
New London - It had been weighing on Linda Hein's mind for 43
years. In 1968, while visiting her father who was stationed at the
Naval Submarine Base in Groton, Hein and two friends discovered a
pile of headstones in Ye Towne's Ancientest Buriall Place, the oldest
graveyard in New London County. They took a portion of a stone that
read "Samuel, Son of Sam'l and Elizabeth Latim ..."
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Later, when the friends went back home, Hein ended up with the
headstone in the trunk of her car. Over the years she carried it with
her every time she moved.
This fall, when she and her husband planned a trip from their home in
Wisconsin to Connecticut, she returned what turned out to be a 240year-old gravestone that had marked the final resting place of 10month-old Samuel Latimer.
"In my 26 years working here, I've seen a lot of things turned in but I
was surprised to see someone in my office with a headstone,'' said
City Clerk Michael Tranchida.
"It's been a puzzle in my brain for all this time,'' Hein said when
contacted at her home in Cross Plains, Wis. "I knew it was someone's
headstone and I just couldn't throw it out."
Hein was 20 years old in 1968 when she and her friends came from
Wisconsin to visit her father, who lived in New London. They were on
their way to summer jobs at Martha's Vineyard. She does not
remember why they were at the cemetery or why her friend took the
stone. When the friend decided to fly back to Wisconsin, Hein ended
up with the stone. "At one point I was going to use it as a garden
ornament, but I didn't,'' she said. "It was stored in my garage and for
a number of years it was behind a bush at my mother's house. "I did
feel guilty about taking it,'' she said. "I knew this wasn't right and I
wanted it resolved." Tranchida contacted Janice Watrous McDonald, a
genealogist from Groton, who volunteered to research documents
about the Ancientest cemetery, which was established in 1653.
McDonald discovered that the broken stone probably belonged to
Samuel Latimer, the 10-month-old son of Samuel and Elizabeth
Latimer. The baby died on Oct. 26, 1771. "It's incredible,'' McDonald
said. "Kudos to that woman for not getting rid of it." Tranchida,
whose last day as city clerk was Friday, said he hopes the stone is
eventually placed in its original location at the cemetery. "It was nice
she returned it,'' Tranchida said. "It's nice it's back home."
*******************************
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A few letters from the Civil War era soldiers:

(From the National Park Service site,

Gettysburg, Pa)

Dear Mother and Father,
I am still in the land of the living...

Soldiers wrote many letters during the war and we are lucky that so many of them have been preserved. When a
historian reads those letters, he can get an idea of what the soldiers were like and what they thought of while they
were away from home. Letter writing was the main form of communication with loved ones at home and letter
writing helped to relieve boredom. Almost all soldiers begged for their parents, friends, wives and sweethearts to
write back right away as there were few pleasures greater than receiving mail from home.Civil War soldiers missed
many of the special things they took for granted while at home, especially home cooked food. Families packed boxes
with a soldier's favorite food like pies and cakes that he could not get while in the army and it was a special day when
such a package from home arrived in camp.
To write their letters home, soldiers purchased paper, envelopes, ink and pens from sutlers. Stationary makers printed
many styles of patriotic stationary and envelopes with engravings of camp scenes or political humor and these were
quite popular among soldiers.
Envelopes, also known as
"covers", with elaborate
printed patriotic scenes or
political statements were
some of the most popular to
use. Some enterprising
businessmen manufactured
envelopes for specific
regiments serving in the
army, such this one to the
99th Pennsylvania Infantry,
which lists all of the battles
in which the regiment had
participated during its
service to 1864.
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The Union Army had a post office near forts and camps, and a mail service that followed the armies for the men
could purchase stamps and mail their letters. Later in the war, organizations such as the U.S. Christian Commission
and U.S. Sanitary Commission gave out paper and envelopes to Union soldiers free of charge. In 1864, the U.S. Mail
Service announced that Union soldiers could send their letters home for free as long as they wrote "Soldier's
Letter" on the outside of the envelope. Confederate soldiers never had such a luxury. Shortages of paper, stamps,
and even writing utensils in the South became acute as the war progressed and it was often left up to the soldiers to
find writing paper, including stationary taken from Union prisoners.
Almost every soldier in service made an effort to write letters home to describe their experiences, give their opinions
on local matters and politics, and to assure their families not to worry. But not all soldiers could write very well or
spell words properly. Rural education in America was not like it is today and most Civil War soldiers only had an
education up to the fourth grade level. Many young men from rural areas had never attended school and could neither
read nor write so they asked comrades to write letters for them. Poor education led to many words being mispelled or
sentences left incomplete. Soldiers sometimes spelled words as they heard them- "raison" for reason, "horspitle" for
hospital, "rafel" for rifle. Here is a portion of a letter written by Francis Russell, a Union soldier from the 140th
Pennsylvania Infantry, with some of these misspellings:
Washington City, D. C.
Sunday, Dec. 14th 1862
Dear Mother and family.
I will take the pensil to let you know we are all well. At
present hoping this will find you in the same. we let White
Hall Station on Thursday about 4 Clock in the afternoon
and got into Washington about 4 oclock in the morning on
Friday whitch maid about 12 hours on the way, we then
stay ther untill yesterday when we had orders to march
about 6.5 miles and when I heard this I went to the head
doctor ast him what I would do for I know that I could not
carry my knapsack, so he told me that I would have to
stay hear and so all them that could not stand the march
was sent to the hospitle. Ther was 10 out of our
Companny and that was myself and a nother young man,
we did not hear the name of the place that they wer going
to, but both James and Bob said that they would wright as
soon as they wer sitteled that is they would wright home
to you, ther is abut 50 sick and wounded in the
department that I am in, I think that I will not be in hear
very long, for I will try and get eather home or get to my
Regiment for I don't like this very well, it is not because I
am not treated well for it is six times better than I
expected but I canot be contented a way from my
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companny, my arm is about the same, I wright this
mearley to let you know something about myselve for I
canot say anything about the others now but I will have to
stope so no more at present but reman your son and
Brother.
Francis M. Russell
Address your letter to Stanton Hosepittle, Washington
City. C.C.
I wish you would send me some postige stamps as we
have not got paid yet, my money has run ashore and I
want to wright some and so on.
Yours, F. M. R.
(Gregory A. Coco Collection, Gettysburg National Military Park)

Sometimes soldiers described battles, but more often they wrote about their daily existence and desire to be at home.
Confederate soldier John Sweet of the 9th Tennessee Infantry wrote home to his parents in November 1863 from
siege lines overlooking Union troops at Chattanooga, Tennessee:
We have just returned from a trip into East Tenn where
we got big amounts of everything to eat and everything we
eat is so good to me as I had been starved out so long on
some bread & beef, all that we got while we were here
besieging Chattanooga. up there we got sweet and Irish
potatoes, chickens, molassas, wheat bread and everything
that was good for a poor soldier. Oh, how I do wish that I
could be at home now, for it is getting late in the evening
and I have had nothing to eat since breakfast and no
telling when we will get rations for our rations are out,
since we left our ration wagons behind in coming here to
this place, for I know you have all had a good & plentiful
dinner. I know you will say poor John, but this is only a
chapter in military service which we often read, but I am
content and will be more so when we get rations. The
independence of the bounty is what I want and I am I am
willing to suffer for something to eat many, many days if
it will only send me to my dear parents, a full and
independent boy.
The enemy still holds their position in Chattanooga and
our lines drawn up close around the place. We are now
on the top of Lookout Mountain overlooking the town. We
have a fine view of our entire line and also of theirs. It is
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said that we can see into five different states from our
position. It is very cold up here, as cold as it is where you
are in mid-winter. You must excuse this exceedingly bad
letter as I have written in great haste. My love to you and
all. Write when you can and a long letter as I am very
anxious to hear from you.
John H. Sweet
(Gregory A. Coco Collection, Gettysburg National Military Park)

Soldiers in every war our nation has fought in have written home from the battle front. As you
can see, soldiers wrote many letters throughout the Civil War, sometimes telling their friends
and people at home information that the military wanted to be kept secret. It was soon after
America's entry into World War I that soldiers' letters were censored by army officials who
cut out parts of letters which may give away military secrets or, if the letters fell into the
wrong hands, would provide pertinent information on troop locations. Censorship reached a
new height during World War II. GI's could only write in generalities and not refer to their
location or unit. Even the "XXXXX"'s for love and kisses would be cut out of the letter, as it
might be mistaken for some sort of code! During the Vietnam conflict, soldier's letters were not as heavily censored
and the soldiers wrote home about their experiences, their friends, and what they had seen.

A soldier writes home from
France in 1944.
(Courtesy 2nd Infantry Div.)

Civil War soldiers always looked forward to the arrival of packages from home usually filled with clothing
items, candies, soap and writing paper. Fifty years later during World War I, preservatives allowed the
home folks to ship baked goods and packaged food items to the doughboys in France. Speedy mail service
improved and by World War II, a package containing fudge, pictures, toiletry items, cookies, and other
favorite things could arrive in Europe from America within three weeks. It was during World War II that
soldiers could send "V-Mail", an electronic telegram- very much the forerunner of today's e-mail. Mail
service was even faster by the 1960's during the Vietnam Conflict when mail time had been reduced to only
a few days. A soldier may receive a letter or package which would include magazines, photos, snacks and
food items such as a package of cheese and crackers from "Hickory Farms". Some soldiers even received
small plastic Christmas trees during the holidays to decorate their bunkers. During the Gulf War in 1991,
US Soldiers in Saudi Arabia received packages from home. One soldier received a birthday cake sent from
the United States within 28 hours of it being shipped! And instead of writing letters, most of the soldiers
phoned home or sent e-mail messages. Our soldiers on duty in Afghanistan, Iraq and in other countries
communicate with their homes by e-mail, the modern form of letter writing.

*************************
PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Summer 2012
Summer has arrived in the Green Mountain State. I did put most of
my garden in before Memorial Day, but there has been a delay for the
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rest of the cucumber and squash plants due to inclement weather. I
often wonder if a rice crop is an option.
Got to love Vermont’s crazy weather! I have heard of several
cemetery restoration projects going on around the state and I hope
that I receive before and after pictures with a narrative on the
outcome of the project. Much good work is happening in many
communities and it would be wonderful to share the results with other
VOCA members.
For the 6th year in a row, I participated with the Floodbrook School in
their Civil War studies at Robert Todd’s Manchester home, Hilldene.
The students continued with the yearly cleaning of old memorials in
the nearby Dellwood Cemetery and identifying Civil War veteran
stones for their class work. There has always been some controversy
regarding cleaning monuments and what provides the best results
without damaging the stone. If you have the opportunity to visit the
older section of the Dellwood Cemetery, you will notice that the
marble stones that the students have cleaned with only water and soft
brushes are clean and can be clearly read. The Civil War veteran
stones were so clear of dirt and lichen, that they have not needed
cleaning since they received attention 6 years ago. Water and a little
elbow grease are a great method for maintaining these old
monuments.
The importance of 911 addresses for cemeteries was made very
apparent to me while I was attending Rutland City’s Memorial Day
Ceremony, at the West Street Cemetery. It was extremely hot and
humid that day and an elderly veteran became ill due to the heat and
I had to call 911. The 911 operator could not determine where we
were and we had to use local landmarks near the cemetery so rescue
personnel could be directed to the emergency. I am pleased to report
that within 48 hours of notification of this issue, all Rutland City
cemeteries received 911 addresses and GPS documentation. Please
contact your town administrator to have your community’s cemeteries
be included in the 911 data base. VOCA’s Secretary, Charles Marchant
is spearheading this effort for VOCA and he would appreciate you
Graveyard Preservation Is Our Business
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sending the 911addresses to his attention. We hope to include the
911/GPS information in the next update of Burial Grounds of Vermont
We had some issues with our web server and they have been resolved.
Our web site address voca58.org. The webmaster is looking for help
to update our site. If you have ideas and/or information that should be
included on the VOCA web, please contact the webmaster. In this age
of technology, an accurate and interesting website is a necessity. 1st
Vice President Diane Leary has spearheaded a fund raiser for VOCA
grants and we will have an update on the success of her efforts in the
fall newsletter.
Thanks to VOCA Treasurer, Chris Book and his family for providing
space, stamping and mailing the letters and for VOCA Footstone Cliff
and member Shirley Giffin for stuffing the envelopes.
If you are interested in the availability of a Department of Correction
work crew, to help with the upkeep of your cemetery, contact DOC
Field Office Director, Keith Tallon at (802) 786-5099.
I have been informed that some new towns have been involved in this
DOC program with their cemeteries this year and they have been very
satisfied with the results.
Please continue to recruit new VOCA members. Our $10 membership
fee is very reasonable and with an all unpaid volunteer board, all
monies go to our mission of the restoration of Vermont’s old burial
grounds. I continue to be busy with VOCA presentations around the
state.
If you are aware of an organization that is looking for a presenter for
their monthly meeting, please have someone give me a call. If you
have agenda items for our fall meeting, please give me a call at (802)
773-3253 or at tgifvt@msn.com.
Tom Giffin
VOCA President
Graveyard Preservation Is Our Business
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2011-2012 Headstones

Thomas Giffin, President, 61 East Washington St, Rutland VT, 05701 tgifvt@msn.com .........802-773-3253
Dianne Leary, 1st VP,…….. 4670 Greenbush Rd, Charlotte, VT, 05445…………………………… 802-881-2754
Chris Book, Treasurer, 44 North Main St, Rutland, VT, 05701 ………………………………………. 802-773-6252
Dianne Leary, Assistant Grants Administrator …dleary123@yahoo.com!.....……………………… 802-881-2754
Arthur Hyde, 2nd VP&Grants Admin, 1991 Upper Plain, Bradford, Vt 05033 ………….……….. 802-222-4088
Harry Fisher, Membership& Newsletter Ed, P O Box 3282, Nampa, Idaho, 83653……………… .800-675-8815
Merci Fisher, Assistant Newsletter Ed., PO Box 3282, Nampa, Idaho, 83653……………………….800-675-8815
Justin Giffin, Asst Treas, 61 E Washington St, Rutland, VT
justingiff@hotmail.com……… 802-779-1671
Charles E Marchant, Sec, P O Box 132, Townshend Vt, 05353 ……cemassoc@svcable.net…….802-365-7937
Edmund Wilcox, Exe Board, 4996 Georgia Shore Rd., St Albans Vt, 05478 ………………………802-524-3318

Darryl Harris
VOCA Website

WEB MASTER
……………………………….

webmaster@ voca58.org
www.voca58.org

FOOTSTONES
2013
2013
2014
2011
2012
2014

Wesly Mowry, P O Box 297, Hartland, VT, 05048 …………………………………………802-436-3383
Richard Howrigan, P O Box 16, Fairfield Vt, 05455 ……………………………………….802-827-6513
Robert Hooper, 44 Charity St, Burlington Vt, 05401 hooper9999@aol.com …….802-862-0708
Vacant ……………Are you the one we are looking for?............…………………………………………………
Ruth Barton, P O Box 309, Putney, Vt, 05301 ………………………………………….802-254-1128
Chris Book, 44 N Main, Rutland, VT, 05701 ………………………………………………………802-773-6252

Vermont Old Cemetery Association is a non-profit organization founded in 1958 to “encourage the restoration and
preservation of neglected and abandoned cemeteries in the State of Vermont”. Meetings are held twice yearly on the
1st Saturday in May and October. The VOCA newsletter is published by the editor four times a year to coincide with
the seasons. The IRS granted VOCA tax exempt status 3/21/1969 (Ref BUR EO59-26)

VOCA Books For Sale
The 3rd edition of “Burial Grounds of Vermont”, lay-flat binding $35.
Addendum to 1st & 2nd editions $4.00, “Stones&Bones”, a teacher’s resource
packet $24.00. These prices include shipping costs; we are not required to
collect Vt sales tax. Send check made out to “VOCA” and a return address
label, if possible, to “ Charles E Marchant, VOCA Secretary, P O Box 132,
Townshend, Vermont, 05353”
VOCA County Representatives
******* These are people who will come help you with your VOCA grant application *************

Addison- Betty R Bell 802-453-3947
Bennington – Jean Kosche – 802-447-2241
Orange- Arthur Hyde 802-222-4088
Caledonia – vacant
Chittenden- Robert Hooper- 802-862-0708
Essex- Richard Colburn- 802-723-4833
Franklin- Edmund Wilcox- 802-524-3318
Windsor- Ken Barrett- 802-875-2941

Grand Isle- vacant
Lamoille- Deanna French 802-888-4537
Orleans- Wanda Webster 802-525-3550
Rutland- Cliff Giffin 802-773-3743
Washington- Vacant
Windham- Charles Marchant 802-365-7937
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Circle One

Renewal + member number / Change of address / New member
Name ______________________________________ member # _______
Address ______________________________________________________
Town/City ____________________________________________________
State _________________________________________ zip ____________
Telephone # ___________________________________________________
e-mail _________________________________________________________
Dues are for calendar year: 1 year $10.00, 5 years $40.00 and lifetime is $140.00
**

A new member joining in Oct or Nov or Dec will have dues applied to the following year **

Make check payable to VOCA, mail to: Chris Book, VOCA Treasurer, 44 North Main
Street, Rutland, Vermont 05701

Vermont Old Cemetery Association
Harry Fisher, Editor
P O Box 3282
Nampa, Idaho, 83653
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